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across and fifteen or twenty feet deep. The green
turf sweeps down into them without a break, and
the great trees grow from their sides and bottoms
the same as elsewhere. They look as if they might
have been carved out by the action of whirling
water, but are probably the result of the surface
water seeking a hidden channel in the underlying
rock, and thus slowly carrying away the soil with it.
They all still have underground drainage through
the bottom. By reason of these depressions this
part of the State has been called "goose-nest land/*
their shape suggesting the nests of immense geese.
On my way southward to the Mammoth Cave, over
the formation known as the subcarboniferous, they
formed the most noticeable feature of the landscape.
An immense flock of geese had nested here, so that
in places the rims of their nests touched one another.
As you near the great cave, you see a mammoth
depression, nothing less than a broad, oval valley
which holds entire farms, and which has no outlet
save through the bottom. In England these depres-
sions would be called punch-bowls; and though they
know well in Kentucky what punch is made of, and
can furnish the main ingredient of superb quality,
and in quantity that would quite fill some of these
grassy basins, yet I do not know that they apply
this term to them. But in the good old times beforts
the war, when the spirit of politics ran much higher
than now, these punch-bowls and the forests about
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